198          ESSAYS ON IMMORTALITY

as illusory, in so far as seemingly separate and inde-
pendent; and to fight down this illusion and its
unmoral, or immoral, consequences. If there is a
superficial self, or rather condition of the Self, which
rebels against the moral law, there is a deeper sub-
conscious Self which imp'oses it, not perhaps ulti-
mately, but vicariously, as mediating between the
Divine and the natural.

And, now, it is not on the mere horror of death and
extinction, common to every sentient being, and which
the worst and worldliest men experience no less, or
perhaps more than, the best, that any solid plea for
immortality is grounded. Reason cannot allow that
the persistence of such processes is necessary or due.
No, it is only the moral process in man that seems
stultified if it is not to persist and advance for ever ;
immortality is the postulate of our spiritual, not of our
animal life. In other words, it is the deeper and more
universal self in us that is imperishable, and of whose
imperishable nature we become more clearly con-
scious in the measure that the separative conditions
of the illusory state are overcome by moral effort, and
the true Self is thereby allowed to appear. So much
truth perhaps underlies the doctrine of i( conditional
immortality." For though it is the same Self which
survives, yet it is only its moral and universal process
that will have " the glory of going on and still to be " ;
the separate non-moral interests, having served their
purpose, will live on in memory and in their spiritual
effect, but their process perishes necessarily with the
organism.

In this sense the wicked perishes while the just
man's life, as just, is eternal. Even in this mortal life